[Surgical procedures in patients treated with platelet function inhibitors].
The platelet function inhibitors (PFI) acetylsalicylic acid (ASA) and clopidogrel are widely used in a broad spectrum of atherothrombotic diseases, either as mono- or dual antiplatelet therapy. Platelet function is inhibited for the whole lifespan of platelets (10 days). In case of surgical procedures the bleeding risk under continued antiplatelet therapy has to be balanced against the risk of ischemic complications due to withdrawal of antiplatelet therapy. Especially after stent implantation, the high risk and unfavorable prognosis of stent thrombosis have to be considered. Whereas surgical procedures with a low bleeding risk may be performed with continued antiplatelet therapy, there is a need for partial or total discontinuation of antiplatelet therapy in surgical procedures with higher bleeding risks.